Betchworth & Buckland Society

Five Years of Events 

Report – 2003 to 2007

This is a compilation Report presenting a report of our events, in chronological order for 2007, and then for 2006, 2005, 2004, and 2003.   Many of these reports have appeared in the Betchworth and Buckland Parish Magazines to provide publicity for the Society.
Duncan Ferns

Our 2007 Report on Events
Tuesday 20 March 2007, Quiz Night at Buckland Reading Room with Fish & Chip Supper 

This was the first time we tried a new format based on the feedback from members at the Christmas drinks event.  A good turnout and good fish & Chips from Mr Chippy (ex Doves) in Regiate.  Nigel had organised high tech questions and answers via PC projector, as were the local interest slides.    Prizes of M&S chocolates for the top 3 winning tables went down well on top of the fish & chips.  Generally regarded as successful, but at £13/head (supper cost only £3.80) it should have been cheaper. 

Wednesday 15 May 2007, AGM & talk: Prof Phillip Stott on Climate Change
A rapid AGM of c. 10 minutes – followed by a very well attended, and extremely professional talk by Phillip Stott from SOAS (Univeristy of London) who often appears on Radio 4 science programmes, and has exacting challenges to those who support the ‘stop climate change’ agenda.   He stated the clear argument that climate has always changes throughout geological time, and will continue to do so, at differing rates of change.   In his view, there is no evidence that the political changes we plan and promise to make as part of CO2 reduction, will necessarily make any difference to climate change – they have only a minor influence on the ‘natural/geophysical’ changes that have always happened, and always will.  He convinced everyone in the room of his arguments – yet the scienitific establishment, supported by the current political gravy train – take the opposite view that our actions can help stabilise climate change.
Sunday 1 July 2007.   Village Gardens Open Day
This was the second we had organised (first in 2004), and this time we had 13 gardens open – relative to the 6 gardens open in 2004.   On  Sunday 1 July we had a lucky break in the wet weather that helped to attract almost 200 visitors to the Village Gardens Open Day.   With 13 gardens open, only a few visitors actually raced around all the gardens – but a lot of favourable comments were received on the variety and quality of the gardens open.   We were especially pleased to welcome new gardens that had not opened on previous occasions, including the innovative garden at The Acorn’s school, where the children learn gardening skills and conservation under the watchful eye of Mrs ‘Pru’. 

The event raised a profit of £913, of which 50% was raised for the Betchworth & Buckland Society.  The remainder was shared between three charities selected by the volunteers who opened their gardens, each recieving £152:

-
Vision Aid Overseas – a national charity based in Crawley, recycling spectacles for the poor in the developing world

· Breakthrough – the breast cancer charity

· Surrey Air Ambulance Fund.

On the following Monday afternoon and evening, the garden hosts toured each others’ gardens, rounded off by a buffet –just reward for our efforts.

Wednesday 11 July 2007, Summer BBQ
Village BBQ - Wednesday Evening, 6.30pm to late - 12 July 2006 For the fifth successive year,  'Swanee' - live Jazz - repeating their great session at the Millenium Party on the Green in 2002.  The BBQ attracted around 150 people and standard of table laying and accessories are increasing year on year – and its’ great to see neighbours joining together to sit on group tables.   Maybe next year there is a prize for the ‘best laid table’?    We had a good collection of vintage and classic cars from local residents on display – varying from the Model T Ford, the yellow Rolls Royce (1923 RR Hamshaw Laundaulette), the 1920s Fraser Nash SS Anzani, through Austin 7s, Morgans and Alfa Romeo Guilia Spider and Dodge Charger from the 1960’s.     The ‘Swanee’ Jazz quartet provided entertainment and again the sun shone for a great evening.    

Thanks to all who came to support the event – we trust you’ll be back again next year!   As a reminder, the small charge for the BBQ is to cover the cost of our musical guests, and we do not profit on this event.

Tuesday 23 October 2006, Autumn Lecture: Tim Lyver, Highways Agency on the M25
On 25 October, the ‘Inside Story of the M25’ was told by Tim Lyver – supported by his colleague and our B&B Society member Liz Seymour, both of whom work for the Highways Agency.  Tim manages ‘Area 5’, the southern-half of the M25 from the M4 in the west to Dartford in the East.   Tim had some amazing facts up his sleeve on the M25, from the number of cats eyes, the area of grass verges to be mown, the salt to be spread in winter, the number of planned maintenance closures, experiments to reduce ‘rubber necking’ and many other facts far too numerous to mention.   Tim was readily diverted to heckles from the audience about poor signposting near Dartford; poor lighting; too much lighting and most emotively - the challenge of why he could not prevent cars using the A25 through Buckland when the M25 was closed.  To this challenge there were several answers 

· When the local M25 section has to be closed, the Highways Agency recommended diversion route is via the A217 to Tolworth and the A3 to J10 (Ripley). It is obvious that this is neither direct nor ideal but it happens to be a fact that it is the only acceptable option for heavy lorries.  Thus the Agency will never close only the Reigate-Leatherhead (J8-9) section, but will always close for two junctions the Reigate-Ripley (J8-10) section.  Highways Agency cannot recommend the A25 as it cannot cope with heavy lorries (eg through Reigate’s one-way system)

· despite this one cannot avoid the fact that the A25 is the only parallel route to the M25, so it’s a no-brainer that it is the drivers (& satnav) choice for a diversion route, whatever advice is given

· and finally, any congestion issues on the A25 are managed by Surrey CC, not the Highways Agency!

An interesting and fact-packed talk.  And advise for M25 travellers: use the Highways Agency website at ha_info@Highways.gov.uk or phone 08700 660115 for real-time travel information before you leave.

Friday, 16 November 2007 – Autumm Dinner, Betchworth Golf Club -  regrettably postponed to low registration numbers.

Tuesday 18 December 2007, Christmas Drinks Party
In recent years we have had Christmas drinks on Sunday lunchtime – often infringing on family get-togethers.  We have rung the changes and are this year invite you to our party on Tuesday evening, 18 December from 7pm (to about 9.30pm).  Wine – both cold and  mulled – soft drinks and snacks will be on offer.  Please just come along with neighbours and friends to wish everyone a Happy Christmas.   The cost will be £8 per head, children free of charge.  Either pay on the night or in advance to Anthony Eisinger, The Cop, Old Road, Buckland RH3 7AD.

.
 

Our 2006 Report on Events
Wednesday 15 March 2005, QUIZ NIGHT at THE RED LION 

Similar format to 2005, 8 rounds general knowledge plus 2 round so f local pictures, with Nigel and Duncan as quiz masters.   Over 60 people.   Food not great value at £11/head, casued us to reconsider for 2007.
Wednesday 15 May 2005, AGM & talk: Mim Docking & Jenny Euston on Buckland School
Buckland School Our AGM was held on 15 May. The highlights were a recap of the years events and to record thanks to Marjorie Tait, who has recently retired from the Committee after many years of very active and incisive support. Marjorie's efforts have been much appreciated, going back to the Betchworth Quarry campaign of the 1980s. We welcomed Fiona Hooper of Betchworth to join the Committee. We were driven to close the formal AGM in a record 12 minutes, as the audience of around 80 people were really attending to hear the talk on the History of Buckland School. Jim Docking, of Old Road Buckland, and Jenny Euston of Bristol gave the talk. Jenny is a keen genealogist, and her Aunt, Rhoda Euston, was headmistress of the school from 1938 to 1964. Jim opened, with the period from the foundation of the National School at the bottom of the hill on Rectory Lane in 1822, to the move to the Village Green (what is now the 'Old School House') - and Jenny covered the period from 1910 to 1964 - illustrated with many great photographs from her Aunts' collection - supplemented by photos collected by the late Mary Wade Bishop - long-time resident of Buckland and school governor. Jim concluded with the period from 1964 to the closure of the school due to falling roll numbers in 1981. Both speakers had done tremendous research of the School Records and brought to life the personalities of the headmistresses and their amusing conflicts with school inspectors. The talk was very well received - with many ex-pupils attended, one guy recognising a photo of his sister as a 6 year old, and Mrs Welfare (of Yewdells Close) recounting the story behind the picture of her daughter winning the fancy dress competition on Coronation day in 1953! A great evening …. to be followed shortly by a book on the history of school by Jim and Jenny… watch this space. 

Wednesday 12 July 2006, Summer BBQ
Village BBQ - Wednesday Evening, 6.30pm to late - 12 July 2006 For the fourth successive year, we are repeating the successful format of the village BBQ on Buckland Village Green. This year we  also had 'Swanee' - live Jazz - repeating their great session at the Millenium Party on the Green in 2002.  More tables and chairs than ever were brought onto the Green - people are getting some quite elegant set-ups after 4 years.

Sunday 24 September 2006, Reigate Heath Guided Walk
Over 20 people joined our walk on Reigate Heath on bright and sunny Sunday morning, not ‘concerned at the sandpit threat’ this time; but to enjoy and learn more about the landscape and archaeology.   We were led by Helen Neve and Dennis Turner, and most of us learnt for the first time about the Victorian landscaping  - planting attractive confiers on a number of ‘hillocks’ – which are now know to be ancient barrows (burial mounds), potentially being damaged by the roots of the trees.   We were also shown remnants of the course of the horse-racing track on the Heath, that was operational for a decade or so in the late 1800’s. Helen commented on the difficult balance of conservation in an area that is so heavily used by different interest groups, including the golf club, dog walkers, naturalists and ramblers, and the conservation of features such as the ancient burial mounds.  The Reigate Heath Management Plan was prepared with a lot of consultation with the different interest groups.   Several of the management actions were pointed out, such as the regeneration of areas of heather, and the control of bracken.  
Whilst the issue of the ‘sandpit expansion threat’ was mentioned, it was refreshing to look at the positive aspects of the Heath and how current management is benefiting the ecology and landscape.  We returned to the golf club on the Heath for a pre-arranged Ploughmans lunch, which was a great way to round off the walk. 
Tuesday 31 October 2006, AGM & talk: Charlie Wheeler-Carmichael on Cabinet-Making at Seniro Carmichael in Betchworth
We were delighted to welcome Charlie Carmichael, partner of Senior & Carmichael on Church St Betchworth, to speak to an audience of over 70 members and guests.  

· a large mechanical desk with storage for many photo albums, for the Marquess of Bath for Longleat House, fished with columns from ‘bog oak’, several thousand years old. 

· a very different feminine desk for the Marchioness of Bath, also for Longleat house with an amazing scalloped, counter-balanced canopy made from sycamore 

· portfolio storage cabinets for priceless architectural drawings by Robert and James Adam, for the Sir John Soane's Museum (13 Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, WC2A 3BP). The two desks are now in their new home at Longleat House, and the cabinets at the Soane Museum will be delivered next year. 
What Charlie conveyed with great professionalism and enthusiasm was the attention to detail in the design and the necessity to self-manufacture bespoke metalwork, including cogs and working mechanisms analogous to a clock-maker – all this being completed in Betchworth.   No-one dared to ask the cost or price for this craftsmanship – a desk taking over two years to build.   Charlie did however bring a couple of ‘hurricane’ chairs also made at the workshop, which are beautiful one-off chairs made from local trees that fell in the 1987 hurricane – these being both beautiful, practical and affordable.   It is enlightening to see this dedication to craftsmanship still being run as a commercial business – and more uplifting to know that this is happening on our doorsteps in Betchworth.   
Sunday 17 December 2006, Christmas Drinks Party 
Our Christmas Drinks Party was held in Buckland Reading Room on Sunday, 17 December from 12 noon to 2pm.   Tickets are £5 to cover wine and nibbles.
 

Our 2005 Report on Events
Wednesday 16 March 2005, Quiz Night at The Red Lion 
The quiz night at the Red Lion on 16 March was very well attended with 12 teams and over 70 people.    Many very bright people realised that it was some time since they were at school, and that general knowledge questions were quite a challenge.   The photo rounds to identify the location of local features was generally much easier, though a few people failed to identify things that they walk past every day – no names mentioned!    Generous donations to the raffle were appreciated and helped to raise over £300 toward our local environmental causes.   Many thanks to The Red Lion – not only for the manager who once again was a great question master, but also for their donation of a meal for two to the winner of the raffle.   

Sunday 19 June 2005, Village Picnic above the River Mole
The picnic was a new event which treated us with glorious weather and the shade of large oak trees.  Despite being in the middle of a field, we were able to drive right to the picnic spot.   Lord and Lady Hamilton, who gave us permission to use their land, came along to share a drink and socialise.    Only 20 or 30 members or so turned up but this was enjoyed by everyone.   Our Treasurer arrived en famille by small boat on the river.  After a little champers, it is good that there are no river police on the River Mole.  

Wednesday 13 July 2005, Annual BBQ
Our third Annual 'free for all' BBQ was stage, with a better than ever turn out of well over 120 people (not that anyone counted) and 16 classic and vintage cars on display.   This has become a highlight of Buckland village life and we hope to repeat next year with some live music to add to the attraction. 

8 November 2005, Autumn Lecture: Professor David Goode on Climate Change and the Ecology of Reigate Heath 
We were delighted to welcome Professor David Goode, of University College London, to speak to an audience of over 30 members and guests.  Beginning with the changes in the climate that we all recognize from world events – the tsunami, hurricanes, flooding – he related how man’s behaviour is adding to our local problems.   The heath ecology used to host many more wet bog species, which have declined and been lost over the past century, but particularly since the early-1990’s.   This is directly attributable to the falling water table – largely due to the continuous expansion of sand extraction at Park Pit and Tapwood Pit.  Professor Goode believes that any further expansion of sand extraction, as proposed in the Shagbrook Potential Mineral Zone (PMZ), would make the situation considerably worse for the ecology.  He pointed out that the County Council has incompatible goals – namely that the minerals plan would clash with the preservation of biodiversity (preservation of flora and fauna) to which the Council has also committed.   Immediately adjacent to the PMZ is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) – a classification which gives some legal protection to specific areas of the heath, including wet meadow, alder carr woodland and the sandy heath.  It is hoped that the preservation of Reigate Heath’s ecology will be a ‘trump card’ in deterring the further expansion of the sand extraction to the east of Park Pit.   Professor Goode answered many of our questions and encouraged us to continue our lobbying support to preserve the heath and resist the expansion of sand extraction. 
17 December 2005, Christmas Drinks
The third or fourth of our Christmas parties - once again well attended and enjoyed by everyone as a run up to Christmas.   Great ooprtunity to give out Christmas cards to our village friends!

 
Our 2004 Report on Events
Wednesday 25 February 2004, Quiz night at The Red Lion 
This new social event for members and guests was a great success, thanks to Simon's question master skills - and your attendance - at the Red Lion.   We set several rounds of questions on different themes - including two on local knowledge - and a pleasant meal (and a few drinks) in the interim.  Over 50 people, in teams of 6 or 8, enjoyed the evening - many of whom were attending their very first 'pub quiz'.    This was encouraging for the organisers, who were organising their very first pub quiz, so what went wrong went wrong!   Overall a good evening and congratulations to Sarah Chalker's team of Betchworth ladies who were the stars of the night winning a half case of wine.

19 April, AGM & talk: Chief Constable of Surrey on Policing in Surrey 

Our guest speaker at the AGM was Denis O’Connor, Chief Constable of Surrey.  His interesting and enjoyable talk focussed on the constant changes in managing the County police force, balancing a limited budget against the conflicting goals of modern policing.   We might all want more ‘village bobbies on the beat’, but this resource must compete with responses to investigating international terrorists, trafficing immigrants, major drug dealing rings, and social protection such as controlling youth gangs and troublemakers, domestic violence and drunkeness.    

One memorable but frightening anecdote,– but apparently true - was the story of a chap approached by some youths who ‘wanted a fiver to protect his parked car’.   “Don’t worry” he said, “my car window might be open a little, but my dog is inside - he barks loud and bites.  He will frighten anyone away”.    As he turned and left the youths, he heard one kid, about 10 years old, say – “Hey mister, you got a damn clever dog if he can put out fires”.     This was at Crystal Palace , not Buckland – but let us not be too complacent. We must push for more policing in our neighbourhood, whilst recognising that Buckland may not be the top of the list when it comes to bad crime experiences in Surrey .  For that we should be thankful.   

Village Gardens Open Day - 4 July 2004
This was the first time that the B&B Society has organised a Gardens open day, and one of the lessons learned will be to check the sporting calendar to avoid clashes with the Wimbledon final and Henley. Eight gardens opened at 2pm, the exact time that the rain started - and kept up for much of the afternoon. However, garden visitors are an enthusiastic bunch and we were very pleased to welcome over 130 visitors to our gardens, raising a total of over £600, of which half will support the Betchworth & Buckland Society, and £75 each has been donated to four charities elected by our volunteer garden owners: 

· St Catherines Hospice 

· Breakthrough (local Breast cancer charity) 

· Vision Aid Overseas (recycling spectacles) 

· Rainbow Trust. 

Thanks are due to all our open-garden owners, helpers on the plant stall and refreshments, and members of the B&B Society Committee who supported entry at several of the gates. All our garden owners had a private tour of each others gardens on the evening following the open day - in fine weather. It was an eye-opener to all of us just how many wonderful, surprising and different gardens are hiding just behind the roads we drive on each day. The standards of planting, design, expert knowledge and enthusiasm were great. To complete the evening we enjoyed a delicious supper courtesy of John and Ann Bloomfield in the Towered Barn. Note that Everett Leeds had just returned from the Hampton Court Flower Show where he and Carol launched a new Clematis hybrid which he has named 'Buckland Beauty' - a cute example with mauve bell-shaped flowers. It's not yet in the garden centres, but we'll let you know when it is! 

Wednesday 14 July 2004 - Villages BBQ 
Buckland Green on a Wednesday evening: the sky was painted blue for a change, it was a warmer evening than recently experienced, and a varied collection of classic and vintage cars lined up-including a Lea Francis, 1934 Alvis, Austin 7, Triumph Gloria, new Bentley, Rolls convertible, vintage wooden-bodied Rolls Royce, Bentley, Alfa Romeo and three excellent Jaguars. Thanks to 'Saint Nick' Snook (could it be Father Christmas) for giving children's rides in his E-type Jag! Around 100 villagers enjoyed the event and entered the spirit of village 'mingling' - we should do more of it! Some of us just came, ate and mingled. Others introduced 'Polesden Lacey' style with tables, tablecloths, glasses, candles-and hey, a quad bike and trailor to transport them home! Both extremes are good-what is important is to come and enjoy the event in the way you feel comfortable. A very good evening, thanks to all for the organisation and volunteer cooks. If we appeared to be a bit 'short staffed' - we were - so if there are any of you who would be willing to join our Committee to help run our social events you'd be most welcome (Phone 07786 966841).

 

15 October 2004 - Members & Guests Dinner, Hartsfield Manor
This was the first time our Society has met at this residential Conference Centre in our parish.   A very good meal was enjoyed by about 40 of our members.

8 November 2004 - Autumn Lecture: Lord Hamilton on ‘The Changing Face of Betchworth House’ 
 

Lord Hamilton spoke on 'The  Changing Face of Betchworth House', his family home for several generations.   A most interesting talk illustrated with his own photographs.

 

Sunday 19 December 2004 – Christmas Drinks Party

Buckland hosted over 50 people from our join villages, for a friendly mingling leading up to Christmas.   We were pleased to welcome our MP Sir Paul Beresford and his lady wife as guests.

Our 2003 Report on Events 

Wednesday  9 April 2003,  Meeting on Key Local Issues (Gatwick, Incinerator)
Two of the most important environmental impacts to affect our villages are the planning applications for a third runway at Gatwick and a waste incinerator at Capel.  Our neighbours who lead the action groups against these planned initiatives were pleased to have the support of over 70 villagers in the Buckland Reading Room.    

Neil Matthewson and Graham Capel of the Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign (GACC) gave an insightful overview of the current situation, and how individuals in our villages can help.  In summary the history is as follows:

· in 1979, a legal agreement between BAA and West Sussex County Council ruled out any extra runway development at Gatwick until 2019

· action groups from other airports (Stansted, Heathrow, Cliffe) went to court over this agreement, and in November 2002 the judge at the judicial review supported their claim, questioning the legality of the agreement.   Shortly afterwards, the Minister, Alistair Darling, expanded the consultation of where extra runways should be located in South-east England to include Gatwick

· we are currently in a consultation period, where the Government is obliged to listen to unique, individual complaints against runway development at each potential site.   Thus, every letter counts as a voice against the runway at Gatwick – as long as the letter contains some personal views – so for example, a signed petition would count as only ‘one’ view.   To a large degree, the total number of ‘complaints’ (or letters of support) from each airport’s footprint will have significant influence on the Government’s decision.

Villagers are strongly encouraged to fully understand for themselves as to what this means for the future of Betchworth & Buckland, and if you decide that you don’t like the way forward, your are encouraged to express your views with reasoned arguments to the following address: (Future Development of Air Transport –South East, Freepost LON 178806

London  SW1P 4DR)

The message from John McColl of the Capel Action Group was very much ‘watch this space’ – but be prepared to react in June-July 2003.   The current situation on the Capel Incinerator is as follows:

· the planning application submitted by SITA to build and operate a waste-burning  incinerator at Capel, south of Dorking, was approved in 2001

· in 2002, a judge over-ruled the application, asking for more consideration of the transport (the incinerator is at the edge of the catchment area, not the centre), and the technology (as recycling methods gain ground, the demand for high-temperature incineration may decline)

· although SITA has refused to withdraw the application, they are expected to update the application in June 2003, which will be followed by a 4 week period of public consultation, when we need to be ready with our pens to write a response – again the mass of reasoned complaints will help ‘sway’ a planning decision that may protect our villages for years to come.

Our speaker also has ‘eyes open’ for the application for a similar incinerator application to West Sussex County Council at Warnham, north of Horsham – and only a couple of miles south of the Capel site. Both of these site would have smoke flumes that blow over our villages – so we have reason for direct concern, in addition to the general support of our neighbouring small villages.

Overall, this was a strong start to the ‘re-aligned’ objectives of the Betchworth & Buckalnd Society, as stated in our revised objectives (as distributed in the January 2003 Parish magazine, and in our flyers at the local post offices).

 

Tuesday 13 May, AGM and talk: Paul Brightman on ROYCE (Rolls Royce classic & Vintage specialist) based in Betchworth  


Betchworth VIllage Hall, 8 pm


Saturday 17 May 2003  'Drop-in' 
Saturday morning ‘drop-in’ to support letter-writing in response to the public consultation on the expansion of Gatwick Airport runway.  BucklandReading Room, drop in from 10 am to noon)

Wednesday 9 July 2003 – Village BBQ 

The Betchworth & Buckland Society, for the first time, organised an open invitation BBQ on Buckland village green on 9 July.  Over 110 people attended, enjoying excellent weather and sunshine.  There was an excellent range of vintage and classic cars assembled, the majority of which ‘live’ in our two villages .   With four Rolls Royces, a 1903 Sunbeam with oil lamp headlights, a Model T Ford, two Austin 7s, two Morgans, a Russian ‘Jeep’ and many others, there was certainly something ‘for the boys’. 

The BBQ and bar was hot work, but many people enjoyed the food and drinks in a sociable atmosphere.   A small display on the work of the Society attracted attention and a number of new members joined up on the night.  Many attendees won a bottle in the raffle to restock their supplies.  There was a general view that this was an event worth repeating, even if a small charge was made in future—so watch out for a possible repeat next summer.

Wednesday 15 October 2003 – Annual Dinner at the Red Lion.  

About 40 members and partners attended this dinner in the cellars of the Red Lion.   We enjoyed a good traditional English dinner - with an interesting slant on salted apple pie.  Sir Paul Beresford, our Conservative MP and his lady wife, were our special guests for the evening.   Sir Paul gave a short speech supporting our Society and telling us some quite reasonable jokes (for an MP) about his New Zealand roots.

Monday 18 November 2003  - Autumn Lecture: Helen Clack on The Regionalisation of our Local Government
Our November meeting was a talk by Helen Clack, Conservative County Councillor and Roger Hargreaves, Head of Planning at Surrey County Council and advisor to the South East England Regional Assembly (SEERA).   The subject of the talk was how the South East regional government activities are being reorganized ‘in a quiet way’ – and we are just awaking to the fact of how differently things will be done in future.   Helen made it clear that she was not fully supportive of all that is happening, but like an ocean-going tanker, the course of government re-structuring cannot be changed quickly as so much momentum and new infrastructure is now established. 

The subject generated 40 minutes of stimulating discussion – the essence of which was ‘surprise’ from most of the audience that this scale of government change is happening with little public awareness or involvement.   SEERA and the related SE England Development Association (SEEDA) are new ‘management layers’ of government that will take some policy and decision making issues away from Surrey County Council.    The scope of work of the Regional government will initially focus on waste management, planning, minerals extraction (Surrey County Council will remain involved, inputting to the regional Assembly) 

Issues of concern included: 

· Decision making is taken out of the hands of democratically elected Councillors 

· Working to government instruction vs. representing local views to government 

· Poor Value for money: additional regional costs will squeeze local resources 

South-East England has no single, common  Regional identity.  We were advised, as a Society, to be aware of the Regional Consultation on Housing Development in the South-East to be issued by SEEDA early in 2004 – and be sure to put forward our views.   If you would like further information or wish to express your concerns, you may write to your County Councillor or MP.  

Sunday 14 December 2003 - Christmas Drinks Party 

The Society’s Christmas Drinks Party was a great success on 14 December, thanks to all of you that supported this event - over 50 members and guests, including a welcome visit from our MP, Sir Paul & Lady Beresford.   We hope to repeat this event next year, along with a repeat of the Summer Barbeque.   
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